God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Two: The Mosaic Age

Lesson Fifteen: The Wicked Northern Kingdom of Israel
Texts: 1 Kings 14:7-10; [image: image1.jpg]


16:1-3; 16:29-33; 18:32-38; 21:20-22; 2 Kings 9:6-9; 10:29-31; 17:6-18   
W
e learned in earlier about the division of the northern tribes under the apostasy of Jeroboam. Because of his wickedness, God judged Jeroboam and his house (1 Kings 14:7-10). After his death, his son Nadab was overthrown by Baasha, who slaughtered Jeroboam’s family (15:27-30). Unfortunately, this did not end the wickedness of Israel. All of Israel’s kings to the very end were wicked! 


Just like Jeroboam, Baasha served the gold calves at Dan and Bethel. Because of this God judged his house (16:1-3). After he died, his son Elah was overthrown by one of his own commanders, Zimri, who slaughtered Baasha’s family (16:8-12). Zimri was deposed by another of Elah’s commanders, Omri (16:16-18). Omri built a capital city in the heart of the northern kingdom called Samaria (16:23-25). 


Omri’s son, Ahab, earned the most ominous distinction of any other Israelite king.

Scripture says that Ahab, “did evil in the sight of the Lord more than all who were before him” (16:30). Ahab married a Sidonian woman named Jezebel, who reintroduced Baal worship (16:29-33). During the time of Ahab, God worked through the prophet Elijah to draw the people back to Him. Elijah challenged the false prophets of Baal and defeated them (18:32-38). God preserved Elijah even when Jezebel sought to kill him. On top of all of their other sins, Ahab and Jezebel conspired to kill a man named Naboth in order to get his vineyard. God revealed through Elijah that his house would be brought down like that of Jeroboam and Baasha (21:20-22). 

Ahab had two sons who reigned as king, Ahaziah and then Jehoram. The prophet Elisha (the successor of Elijah) had Jehu, one of Jehoram’s commanders, anointed as king (2 Kings 9:6-9). Jehu carried out God’s punishment of the house of Ahab, killing Jehoram and Jezebel and had seventy of Ahab’s sons killed. Jehu also brought Baal worship to an end in Israel, yet he maintained worship of the gold calves (10:29-31). His descendents Jehoahaz, Jehoash, and Jeroboam II (named after the wicked king Jeroboam) followed his example and continued the false worship of the gold calves, the false priesthood, and unlawful feast days. Jeroboam II enjoyed the longest reign of any king of the northern kingdom, but God’s patience with this wicked kingdom would come to an end. 

The line of Jehu came to an end when Zechariah, the son of Jeroboam II was killed. The next two decades saw civil war, with five different kings over Israel: Shallum, Menahem, Pekahiah, Pekah, and Hoshea. During this time Assyria took control over Israel. During the reign of Hoshea in 721 BC, the capital of Samaria was taken, the Israelites were carried off and the northern kingdom was repopulated (17:6-18). If Israel had been faithful to God this would not have happened, yet they chose to worship according to their own imagination. When man rejects what God reveals about how to worship Him, he will face God’s wrath and punishment. 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	15
	Ezra 6-10
	Nehemiah 1-4
	Nehemiah 5-9
	Nehemiah 10-13
	Esther 1-5
	Esther 6-10
	Job 1-2


Study Questions
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1.  What were some of the things which Jeroboam established in connection with worship of the gold calves (1 Kings 12:25-33)?
 

2.  What tribe was Baasha from (1 Kings 15:27)?
  
Where was his capital (15:33)?

3.  How did Zimri die (1 Kings 16:16-18)?

4.  Before Omri gained full control, who did half the people follow (16:21)?

5.  From whom was the name “Samaria” taken (16:24)?


6.  Who was Jezebel’s father (16:31)?


7.  What did Elijah declare there would not be except at his word (1 Kings 17:1)?



How long did this continue (James 5:17)?


8. Fill-in the blanks from 1 Kings 18:27: “And so it was, at _________, that ______ mocked them and said, ‘_____ ________, for he is a _____; either he is __________, or he is _______, or he is on a __________, or perhaps he is _________ and must be __________” (NKJV).

9.  Whom had God first told that Jehu would be king (1 Kings 19:16)?


10.  How did Jehu kill the prophets of Baal (2 Kings 10:18-27)?


11.  Why was the Lord merciful to Jehu, even though he followed the sins of Jeroboam            (2 Kings 10:30)?


12.   Who was brought in to repopulate Israel (17:24)?


Key Passage: “But there was no one like Ahab who sold himself to do wickedness in the sight of the Lord, because Jezebel his wife stirred him up. And he behaved very abominably in following idols, according to all that the Amorites had done, whom the Lord had cast out before the children of Israel” (1 Kings 21:25-26).
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